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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR 
Matthew Baumgarten 
 
Hello Berkley! It's February and love is in the air. Whether it is the love of a significant other, love                    
of thy neighbor, or the love for our great community as a whole, Cupid has let his arrows fly all                    
across Berkley. 
 
It is a great time of year to think about all the things we love about this wonderful place we call                     
home. 
 
 

So make Berkley your Valentine and treat your loved one to flowers, adorable cards, chocolates, or a romantic dinner                   
without leaving our 2.6 square miles. Or, you can find a nice comfy spot on the couch and order a pizza (we have several                        
options for that as well). Have a great month everyone!  
 

 
STRAIGHT FROM THE CLERK’S OFFICE 
 
Did you know the March 10th Presidential Primary Election is a Closed Primary in the 
State of Michigan? 
Voters in Closed Primaries must state the party primary they wish to participate in before 
receiving a ballot. The ballot given to voters only shows the party that corresponds to their 
choice. If you are filling out an absentee ballot application, don't forget to check the box 
indicating which ballot you would like to see. Your choices are: 

● "Democratic Party" 
● "Republican Party" 
● "Ballot Without Presidential Primary" 

 
Want to Get Involved in Local Government? 
The City Clerk's Office is seeking election workers! We have plenty of opportunities for you to 
help out during the March 10th Presidential Primary Election. Feel a sense of civic pride while 
earning some extra spending money! Click here to fill out an application. The deadline is Feb. 
18, 2020.  
 
Still Need to Register to Vote? 
It's not too late. Following the passage of Proposal 18-3, residents may complete an in-person voter registration through 
Election Day at the City Clerk's Office. Registrants must have proof of residency if it is within 14 days of the election. 
Please Note: You can ONLY register to vote at the Clerk’s Office NOT at the polling stations. 

 
FINANCE UPDATE 
The budget process begins internally starting February and March. Next, we will review with City  
Council in April and May. 
 
Budget workshops will start in May where we welcome input from residents and businesses, and 
any other stakeholders in Berkley. 

 

http://www.berkleymich.org/
https://www.facebook.com/cityofberkley/
http://cms6.revize.com/revize/berkley/departments/city_clerk/docs/Elections/Elec_Inspec-Appl_131809_7%20(1).pdf
http://cms6.revize.com/revize/berkley/departments/city_clerk/docs/Elections/Elec_Inspec-Appl_131809_7%20(1).pdf


 
 

PUBLIC WORKS SEASONAL REMINDERS 

Chipper Service Reminder 
 
The branch chipper service runs once a month 
starting the 3rd Monday of each month. Please 
note the chipper service will only accept branches 
over 4' in length and over 2" in diameter. Residents 
can contact DPW if chipper service is needed at 
248-658-3490 or sign up at 
http://bit.ly/BerkleyChipper 
 
Garbage Pick-up 
 
Garbage and recycling pick-up for the month of 
February will occur on regularly scheduled days (no 
changes). 
 
Stay in the Know With DPW! 
 
Residents are encouraged to sign up for Berkley 
email updates. In addition to receiving the monthly 
City newsletter, residents will be sent alerts related to 
water main breaks, road construction, chipper route 
reminders, and snow emergencies. Homeowners can 
sign up on the City website. 
 
Traveling for the Holidays? 
 
Any homeowners leaving the City during the winter months are encouraged to contact the DPW to temporarily change the 
mailing address for utility bills and shut off the water service at the curb to limit the possibility of pipes freezing. 
 
Having Trouble Managing Your Water Bill? 
 
The City of Berkley is a participating community in the Water Residential Assistance Program (WRAP). WRAP is a 
program to assist eligible, low-income customers with bill payment and water conservation measures. The program is 
administered by Wayne Metro Community Action Agency and OLHSA. They can be reached at 313-386-9727 for program 
details and eligibility. 
 
Any additional questions head over to the Public Works web page or give us a call at 248-658-3490. 
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PUBLIC SAFETY NOTICE 
 
Berkley Snow Emergencies Ordinance 
 
In the event of severe winter weather, the Berkley Department of Public Safety may issue 
a Snow Emergency, during which parking on City streets is prohibited until the snow 
event is over and snow removal operations are completed. 
 
For the safety of the officers, snow removal crews, and residents, removal of vehicles 
from residential streets will be mandatory during a declared Snow Emergency.  
 
Be sure to follow the City and Department of Public Safety's social pages, the website, 
and sign up for e-news to stay up-to-date when Snow Emergencies occur.  
 
 
 
 
 

Drive Safe This Winter Season 
Winter is here and the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration's has some winter driving tips to keep you and your 
family safe this season. Check out their website at 
www.nhtsa.gov/winter-driving-tips.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HOLIDAY OBSERVANCES 

 
 
The City will be closed on the following days: 
 

● Friday, February 7 for Staff Training Development 
● Monday, February 17 for President's Day  

Public Safety will continue to provide 24-hour operations and support to the 
community.  
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BERKLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
(248) 658-3440 | www.berkley.lib.mi.us | Facebook: @BerkleyPublicLibrary 
 

Library hours are Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 10 AM - 8 PM, Friday 10 AM - 6 PM, and Saturday                     
10 AM - 3 PM.  
 
 
FEBRUARY PROGRAMS 
 
⚫ Requires Registration at http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar or 248-658-3440 

ADULT PROGRAMS 
Origami Club at Berkley Library 
Monday, February 3 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
If you're interested in origami or are a seasoned folder, 
join us to learn and explore the art of origami. 
 
An Introduction to Mindfulness Meditation 
Wednesday, February 5 at 6:30 p.m. 
Most people tend to live their lives with a wandering 
mind, worried or consumed by past or future events. 
This introduction to meditation tries to open up a world of 
the present moment, the most important time of our 
lives. We will start with a short introduction followed by a 
30 minute guided, sitting meditation, then close the 
session with questions, answers and interesting 
experiences. Session led by Greg Sherburn. 
 
Water Infrastructure 101: What You Need to Know 
About Your Drinking Water Presented by Oakland 
County Water Resources Commissioner Jim Nash 
Thursday, February 27 at 6:30 p.m. 
Learn about water infrastructure and many issues 
relating to water. Discussion topics include: aging 
infrastructure, home infrastructure tips to protect your 
systems, water quality and PFOS, sewer and 
stormwater, lakes and flooding, lead and cooper, Water 
Residential Assistance Program (WRAP), and more! 

 
Rain Barrel Workshop 
Tuesday, February 18 at 6:30 p.m. 
The Berkley Environmental Advisory Committee has 
partnered with MI Rain Barrel and the Berkley Public 
Library to bring you another great opportunity to get our 
rain barrels at a great price! Pre-order at the MI Rain 
Barrel website for $65 and pick up your barrel at the 
event. There will be a presentation about rain barrels 
and rain water harvesting from MI Rain Barrel 
CEO Joshua Rubin, rain barrel expert. He will 
demonstrate how to build your rain barrel and will 
explain how rain barrels can help move excess water 
away from the foundation of your house and help keep 
your basement dry all while helping promote a more 
sustainable lifestyle, reduce your carbon footprint and 
storm-water runoff, help your plants thrive, and save you 
money. Register online at http://mirainbarrel.com/signup/ 
to attend. 
 
Afternoon Book Club 
Tuesday, February 11 at 12:30 p.m. 
Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng 
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TEEN PROGRAMS  
Teen (Anti) Valentine's Day Party ⚫ 
Thursday, February 6 at 6:00 p.m. 
Have a lovely or sarcastic time celebrating this polarizing holiday with us! Make duct 
tape roses in red...or black, or a variety of other colors. Write your own candy heart 
messages, sweet or sour. Grace your Valentine's Day cards with Jack Skellington's 
creepy face. Paint your Valentine's attitude onto a rock. 
 
We think Valentine's Day's best feature is the excuse to eat more chocolate, so we'll 
definitely have some of that. 
 
 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS 
Family Craft: Button Picture Frames ⚫ 
Saturday, February 8 at 1:00 p.m. 
Decorate a frame for a Valentine's greeting!  
Please register the number of children attending. 
 
Lunch and a Movie: Abominable ⚫ 
Thursday, February 13 at 12:00 noon 
Bring a packed lunch and we'll provide dessert! After 
discovering a Yeti on the roof of her apartment building, 
Yi and her two friends embark on an epic quest to 
reunite the magical creature with his family. But to do so, 
they must stay one step ahead of a wealthy financier 
and a determined zoologist who want to capture the 
beast for their own gain. Abominable is rated PG. 
Please register the total number attending. 
 
Dinner and a Movie: Abominable ⚫ 
Thursday, February 13 at 6:00 p.m. 
Bring a packed dinner and we'll provide dessert! After 
discovering a Yeti on the roof of her apartment building, 
Yi and her two friends embark on an epic quest to 
reunite the magical creature with his family. But to do so, 
they must stay one step ahead of a wealthy financier 
and a determined zoologist who want to capture the 
beast for their own gain. Abominable is rated PG. 
Please register the total number attending. 
 
Movie Book Club: Matilda ⚫ 
Saturday, February 22 at 11:00 a.m. 
Join us for our first meeting of the Movie Book Club! This 
month we're reading Matilda by Roald Dahl. We have 
extra copies of the book set aside -- ask at the front 
desk! Read or listen to the book ahead of time. Then we' 

ll meet for a little discussion and to watch the movie 
together! Recommended for 3rd-5th grade, parents 
welcome to join. Please register the total number 
attending. 
 
Family Evening Storytime 
Monday, February 24 at 6:30 p.m. 
Come read, sing, and play with us! Stories and activities 
will target ages 2-6, but children of any age and their 
grown-ups and siblings are welcome. 
 
Lapsit Storytime  
Mondays at 10:30 a.m. through February 10 
This storytime is for those from 6 months to 18 months, 
with a parent, grandparent or caregiver, for 20 minutes 
of stories, songs, and fingerplays and for 25 minutes of 
playtime. 
 
Preschool Storytime  
Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. through February 18 
The program includes 30 minutes of stories, activities 
and a craft for ages 3-6. This storytime is for those who 
are able to participate without their adult in the room. 
Parents and others are asked to remain in the library 
during the program. 
 
Parent-Toddler Storytime ***new day of week*** 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. through February 19 
This storytime is for ages 18 months to 3 years, with a 
parent, grandparent or caregiver, for 30 minutes of 
stories, fingerplays, songs, and activities. 
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Berkley Chess Club 
Monday's, February 3, 10, 24 from 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm 
 
Players of all ages and ability levels are welcome. If you have a board, go ahead and bring 
it, but if you are a new player there will be spares. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Executive Director Darlene Rothman 
www.berkleychamber.com 
248-414-9157 
P.O. Box 72-1253 Berkley, MI 48072 
 

Did You Know There Is a Podcast Showcasing Berkley 
Businesses? 
Berkley Local is a monthly one-hour podcast usually highlighting two 
businesses. Host and Berkley Chamber member, Steve Johnson, interviews 
local businesses giving them an opportunity to tell their story. It's a great way 
to learn about the businesses in your neighborhood. 
 
Three episodes have aired at this point highlighting Coco Fairfield’s, Heather 
Boddy Design LLC, Reforming Foundations Pilates & Wellness, Atomic Dawg 
and Berkley Eyewear & Local Sunglass Co. 
 
Berkley Local is produced by the Berkley Area Chamber of Commerce and 
sponsored by the Berkley Downtown Development Authority. 
 
 

 
 
Subscribe to This Monthly Podcast Today! 
Search on your mobile phone, tablet or computer on any of the platforms listed below: 

● Spreaker: https://www.spreaker.com/show/berkley-local 
● Apple: https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/berkley-local/id1494341569?ign-mpt=uo%3D4 
● Google: 

https://podcasts.google.com/?feed=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc3ByZWFrZXIuY29tL3Nob3cvNDE5NTU3OC9lcGlzb2Rl
cy9mZWVk Spotify: spotify:show:5Kse4FFhZQaHB6Spjs2oIy 
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PARKS AND RECREATION 
(248) 658-3470 | Facebook: @BerkleyParksandRec 
 

 

Valentine BINGO Spectacular at the 
Community Center 

Date: February 11, 2020 

Time: 12:00 – 2:00 PM 

Cost: $5 

 

  

Vacation Camp HAPPENING February 13-14, 
17-18 
8:45 AM – 5:00 PM 
AM/PM Extended options available 
 
Visit berkley.maxgalaxy.net to register your child for 
Vacation Camp 
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COMMUNITY CENTER PROGRAMS 
 
ADULT PROGRAMS: 

● Advanced Dog Obedience 
● Advanced and Beginner Tai Chi 
● AKC STAR Puppy Class 
● Fit4Baby 
● Intro to Dog Obedience 
● PiYo 
● Self Defense for Women 
● Yoga Blend Zumba 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH PROGRAMS: 

● Abrakadoodle 
● Advanced Gymnastics 
● Jump-A-Rama Gymnastics 
● Little Ninjas 
● Tumble Tots 
● Bear Lacrosse 
● Dodgeball 
● Nerf Mania 
● Parents Night Out 
● Parent-Tot 
● Playgroup 
● Robotics 
● Self Defense for Children 

Visit berkley.maxgalaxy.net to register for programs and view ongoing classes  
that are available throughout the month. 

 
 
SENIOR ACTIVITIES: 
 
Chair Yoga 
Date: Mondays & Thursdays 

● Time: 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
● Cost: Drop in $8 

 
Senior Fitness 
Dates: 

● Tuesdays: 10:30 – 11:30 AM 
● Fridays: 9:00 – 10:00 AM 
● Cost: $1 per class 
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SENIOR ACTIVITIES CONTINUED: 
 
Senior Trip to the MGM Casino 
Date: February 12, 2020 

● Departure at 10 AM 
● Cost: $10 

 
Senior Trip to Palazzo Di Bocce 
Date: February 20, 2020 

● Time: 11:15 AM 
● Cost: $35 (lunch included) 

 
 
 

 
Senior Lunch Outings: 
 
Friars Kitchen and Bakery 

● Date: February 6, 2020 
● Time: 11:00 AM 
● Cost: $6 (lunch on your own) 

 
Cheesecake Factory 

● Date: February 27, 2020 
● Time: 10:15 AM 
● Cost: $6 (lunch on your own) 

 
 
 
 

 

BERKLEY HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
 
An Exciting New Display at the Berkley Historical Museum! 
 
There are over 50 kit homes in the City of Berkley. These were houses 
ordered from companies like Sears and Aladdin (of Bay City). It is estimated 
that over 100,000 kit homes were built between 1908 and 1940 across the 
United States. All of the pieces for your home would be shipped by railroad 
to Royal Oak and it was up to the buyer to put them together. 
 
Berkley has one of the best collections of kit homes still standing in 
Michigan with over 50 identified. 
 
The museum will have pictures and information about all of the 
authenticated structures. The home in the picture is on Griffith and the 
museum has the original blueprints, parts list, and receipts. All of these 
amazing pieces will be open to the public until March.  
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BOARDS & COMMISSIONS FEBRUARY MEETINGS 

FEBRUARY 03: 

● 7:00 PM - City Council Meeting 

FEBRUARY 05: 

● 7:00 PM - Citizen Engagement Advisory Committee Meeting 

FEBRUARY 07: CITY OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED FOR STAFF TRAINING 

FEBRUARY 09: 

● 4:00 PM - Historical Committee Meeting 

FEBRUARY 10: 

● 7:00 PM - Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting 

FEBRUARY 10: 

● 7:00 PM - Tree Board Meeting 

FEBRUARY 12: 

● 8:30 AM - Downtown Development Authority Meeting 

FEBRUARY 12: 

● 7:00 PM - Parks & Recreation Advisory Board Meeting 

FEBRUARY 17: CITY OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED FOR PRESIDENT’S DAY 

FEBRUARY 18: 

● 7:00 PM - Master Plan Steering Committee Meeting 

FEBRUARY 19: 

● 7:00 PM - Technology Advisory Committee Meeting 

FEBRUARY 20: 

● 7:00 PM - Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting 

FEBRUARY 25: 

● 7:00 PM - Planning Commission Meeting 
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